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 Harvest Ritual 

 By Jeffrey Hart, Grade 3 

 Program Notes: 
 Harvest Ritual  evokes a variety of pastoral scenes  from the autumn season: the hard work and joy of the harvest, the 
 rich colors of the falling leaves, and the full harvest moon. Advancing musicians will enjoy the vibrant rhythmic 
 passages and memorable melodies while performing in a variety of key centers and moods! 

 About the music: 
 The main (A) theme of the piece, in E dorian, is introduced in 1 to 29. Note that the violas and cellos take the melody in 
 23, and should be brought to the foreground until the tutti decrescendo into the second theme. 

 The second (B) theme, which is lighter in nature, begins at 29 and is in G major. The second violins and violas add 
 interesting passing tones and harmony starting at 37. 

 The main (A) theme returns at 47, but this time the second violins take the melody at 55, which is imitated by the violas 
 and cellos (59) and then the basses (61), who are responsible for the transition into the third theme. 

 The third (C) theme begins at 68, is in B dorian, and is more expressive and connected in nature. The climax of this 
 section occurs at 82, with a cascade of eighth notes passed from the upper strings downward, meant to depict falling 
 leaves. The vertical harmony from 82 to 84 contains 6ths, 7ths, and 9ths, so it may be a good idea to isolate each of 
 these six chords for balance and intonation. 

 Following the da capo, the coda (89) features layered fragments of the main (A) theme in the upper strings, presented 
 over top of a brief reprise of the third (C) theme in the lower strings at 93. The closing material in E major (101) brings the 
 piece to a triumphant close. 

 I hope you, your performers, and your audience enjoy this piece! - Jeff 

 About the Composer 

 Jeffrey Hart is a composer and arranger in the classical and jazz traditions. His works 
 have earned recognition from the American String Teachers Association (ASTA) and 
 the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA). Jeffrey holds music degrees 
 from The University of Toledo and Duquesne University. He taught band and music 
 courses at the high school and middle school levels for over a decade in southeast 
 Pennsylvania, and now serves as a music teacher in his home state of Delaware. He 
 has presented sessions at local and state level PMEA conferences. Jeffrey can be 
 heard performing in the Philadelphia area with the Blackbird Society Orchestra and 
 the Pennsylvania Symphonic Winds. 
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 Be sure to check out all the great works from 

 Randall Standridge Music: Orchestra 

 (recordings and sample scores at randallstandridge.com) 

 Grade .5 to 1.5 
 A Touch of Glass  by Bob Lipton 

 Bronco Rapids  by Caryn Wiegand Neidhold 
 Mechanical Monsters  by Randall Standridge 

 Shadow Fire  by Randall Standridge 
 The 101  by Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 Grade 2 - 2.5 
 Dance Pizzicato  by David Bobrowitz 

 Goblins & Ghouls  by Katie O’Hara LaBrie 
 Fragile  by Randall Standridge 

 La Bruja  arranged by Jorge Vargas 
 Santa the Barbarian  by Randall Standridge 

 Grade 3-4 
 Dragonfly’s Journey  by Avner Dorman 

 Harvest Ritual  by Jeffrey Hart 
 Jump!  by Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 Of Love and Loss  by Mitchell J. Roth 
 Zephyr  by Caryn Wiegand Neidhold 


